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Why de-escalation or related approaches to 
address political or electoral violence?

● One part of a strategic approach 
○ Keep people safe
○ Undermine anti-democratic strategies that rely on violence to succeed

● Translates beyond the electoral context

● Builds on existing expertise, sectors, and relationships

● Protecting civic space can create collaboration towards a shared goal



Building a toolkit, Part 1: Basic Rules of Thumb



Guidance for Local Officials



Building a toolkit, Part 2: Building on Existing 
Training and Expertise



Other Resources: BDI Analysis and 
Research to Build Situational Awareness

● Requests for information or briefings, including:
- Public data on actors/behaviors, include past unlawful paramilitary activity 
- Emerging issues driving offline mobilization and counter-mobilization
- Monitoring of planned or expected activity of concern (in partnership with 

online and offline data partners)

● Public reports on emerging issues (BDI issue briefs)

● Interactive maps covering political violence events and demonstration and 
counter-mobilization activity, among other data

● Materials on de-escalation (as you saw today!)

https://bridgingdivides.princeton.edu/trends-and-risk-analysis
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